
HOWE TOWNSHIP
PERRY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

oRDINANCE No. $f,'zozt

AF{0RDINAIYCEoFIIowET0WNSHIP,PERRYCoUNTY'
PENNSYLVANT*, BTQUIRIING iEnnrrrs troR ALL ON-LOT SEWAGE

DIsPosALsYsTEMsrnoposrDT0BEIN$TALLEDoNLoTs
}YITIIIN HowE TowNslilp,.nrclnnlEss Otr. sIzE, REPEALING

TH0SEPRovIsIoNsor_onuINANCESTHATMAYBE
INC0NSISTENTHEREWITH,AFIDPR0YIDINGF0RPENALTIESAND
ENr.oRCErwrr,{TPnoCEDUREsRELATINGTHERETO.

WI{EREAS, the General Assembly of the lommonryalth 
of Pennsylvaniaadopted' and

the Governor of the co*moo**r5 "f 
p*;;l"uotapprored, a statuto entitled "Pennsylvania

Sewage Facilities e",, ;A;t of January 2*,-G66,p.1-. ii:S, No' 53? (the *Act 537")' which is

"Jit--a 
at 35 P-S' $$ 750.1-750'20 et seq; and

wllEREAS,Act5SThassubsequeatiybeenamendedfromtimetotime;and

WHEREAS,Section?(a)(1)ofActSSl,asarnendedbytheActofDecember14,1994,
p.L. 1250, No. 149, p;;;id"*,;il other things, that "[n]o persstr shall install, constntct' or

award a sontract for constructiorr, oi*lt r, t"pul of coilrect to an individual sewage system or

community servage system or con$truct, "t 
tJq"-JUiJproposals for consffuction' or install or

occupy any buildlng ir, -o"t -* for which an'individual sewage system or c.ommgni,tr sewage

system is to be installed without firrt 
"bt 

ix;;g-; p"*iit inaicJting tuat the site and the plans and

specifications of such system are-in compli#";it rh" provisiois of this act afld the standards

aOopted Pursurlnt to this act;' and

WIIEREAS, Section 7(aX1) of Act 537 asamended by the Act of December 14, 1994,

p.L. 1250, No. 149, also pmvide*, *orog orh*. things, that*'[e]xcepl *t:Yi local agency or

municipality requires a pirr-nit Uy o.ai*"1' oo *1!t cr qf.an Lyision shall be required far the

instsllatioo of an individual 0n-rot ,r*ugJri#i=r"r-1l"iio*tial strucrrlre occupied or intended

to be occupied by the property ownef ot u *"*U*' of his immediate family on a contigUous tract

of land ten acres 
", 

#;;;iG owner 
"f 

th;il";;rty was the owier of reeord as of January 10'

1987;" and

WHEREAS,theforegoingexceptiontothep".mittin.grequirementsinsectionT(aXl)of
Act 537 is commonly ttfttt"i'o it tttt *ten-acre exemption;" and

WI{EREAS,HoweTownshipisamunicipalityasdefinedinsection2ofActS3T;and

WHEREAS,pursuanttotheau&oritysetforthinsectionT(a)(l)ofAct53?,theBoard
of supervisors ornoi* to*"ship desires';Jfi*htr ordinance ro require perrni* of the



installation of on-lot sewage systems that would otherwise be exempt by the "ten-acre

exemption," and;

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Howe Township believes that such a

requirement is consistent with protecting the health and well being of the residents of Howe

Township;
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Howe Township previously adopted Ordinance

z}15-Ol,entitled'oOn-Lot Sewage Disposal Systems Management," regulating on-lot sewage

systems within Howe TownshiP; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Howe Township wishes to adopt this

ordinance to amend and modiff the Township On-Lot Sewage Disposal Systems Management

Ordinance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of
Superviso6 oiHo*. Township, Perry County, Pennsylvania, and by and through the authority

of the same, as follows:

Section L. Short Title, Statutory Authority and Purpose.

This Ordinance shall be known as the'oHowe Township On-Lot Sewage Disposal System Permit

Ordinance of 2024."

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Section 7(a)(1) of the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act,

as amended, 35 P.S. $ 750.7(aX1).

The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the permitting, in accordance with the applicable

reqrri.ements of 25 Pa. Code Chapters 72 atd73, of allon-lot sewage disposal systems within

Howe Township that would otherwise not require a permit pursuant to the ten-acre exemption set

forth in Act 537 .

7-, Permit Requirements .

From and after the Effective Date of this Ordinance, all persons proposing to install an on-lot

sewage disposal system on any lot within Howe Township, including, but not limited to, those

p..rJm proposing to install such a system on a lot of ten (10) acres or mole '61|ri"h would

oth"rrrir" Ul etigiUte for the ten acre exemption pursuant to Section 7(aX1) of Act 537, shall

apply to Howe iownship for a permit authorizing the installation of such a system'

No person shall install or commence construction of any on-lot sewage disposal system for

which a permit is required until such permit has been issued by a Sewage Enforcement officer

employed by or contracted to Howe Township'



Section 3. Enforcement.

Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be subject to the civil and criminal

p".rutii.. authorized-pursuantto Sections 13 and 13.1 of Act 537,35 P.S. $$ 750-13 and750.73a

*d ur set forth in the Township On-Lot Sewage Disposal Systems Management Ordinance.

In addition to the penalties for non-compliance set forth in subsection a, above, it is further

provided that all of tn" civil and equitable remedies set forth in Sections 12, 14 and 1 5 of Act

SSI,ZS p.S. $$ 750.12,750.14 *d ZSO.1S, shall be applicable to violations of this Ordinance.

Section 4. RePealer.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances previously adopted by Howe Township that conflict with or

that are inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of

such conflict or inconsistencY.

Section 5. SeverabilitY.

If any section or clause of this ordinance is determined to be invalid by a final court action in a

court of competent jurisdiction or by reason of a preemptive legislative enactment, the remaining

provisions of thi, O.dirr*"" shall be deemed sevirable therefrom and shall remain in full force

and effect.

Section 6. Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon enactment.

ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Howe Township' Perry

county, Pennsylvan ia, at aduly assembled meeting, this 15th day of February, 2024'

ATTEST HOWE TOWNSHIP

(sEAL)
Chairman
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